
**************** UNCLASSIFIED/// PRIVACY MARK UNDEFINED **************** 
 
Subject: HQ USNORTHCOM FORCE PROTECTION DIRECTIVE 11-118 (MEXICO TRAVEL 
RESTRICTIONS) 
Originator: N-NC CMD CENTER(UC) 
DTG: 281432Z Apr 11 
Precedence: ROUTINE 
DAC: General 
To: 5 ARMY NORTH AOC(UC), 5 ARMY NORTH PMO(UC), AFNORTH A7(UC), 
COMMARFORNORTH G3-G5-G7(UC), COMUSFLTFORCOM NORFOLK VA, JFHQ-NCR J3(UC), 
JTFAK(UC), DCMAHQ(UC), DECA HQ(UC), DFAS ARLINGTON VA(UC), DFAS INDIANAPOLIS 
IN(UC), DIA WASHINGTON DC, DISA WASHINGTON DC(UC), DLA FT BELVOIR VA(UC), DOD 
HUMAN RESOURCES ACT(UC), DODDS WASHINGTON DC, DSS WASHINGTON DC, DTRA 
OPSCENTER(UC), HQ AAFES DALLAS TX(UC), MDA OPERATIONS CENTER(MOC)(UC), NGA 
COMMAND CENTER(UC), NGA HQ BETHESDA MD(UC), NSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD, 
PFPA OPERATIONS(UC), TMA FALLS CHURCH VA 
cc: USCENTCOM CCJ3-JSO(MC), USSOCOM (SCSO) J3 - OPERATIONS SUPPORT 
GROUP(MC), USSOUTHCOM SECURITY AND INTELLIGENCE(MC), USTRANSCOM J3 FORCE 
PROTECTION(UC), USTRANSCOM J3 OPERATIONS(UC), JOINT STAFF J3 ANTI-TERRORISM 
DIV(UC), JOINT STAFF J3 DEP-DIR ATHD(UC), JOINT STAFF J3 NMCC OPS(UC), J3 DIR 
GLOBAL OPS USSTRATCOM(UC), HQ USSOUTHCOM J3(MC), ASD HOMELAND DEFENSE 
AND AMERICAS SECURITY(UC), USDAO MEXICO CITY MX, USDAO OTTAWA ON CAN, NGB 
WASHINGTON DC, JTF-N J3(UC), USNORTHCOM J3(UC), USNORTHCOM J34(UC) 
-------------------------------------------------- 
UNCLASSIFIED// 
MSGID/GENADMIN/HQ USNORTHCOM// 
REF/A/MESSAGE/TRAVEL WARNING: MEXICO/SECSTATE WASHDC/22 APR 2011// 
REF/B/FCG/HTTPS://WWW.FCG.PENTAGON.MIL/FCG.CFM// 
REF/C/MESSAGE/HQ USNORTHCOM FORCE PROTECTION DIRECTIVE 10-274 (MEXICO 
TRAVEL UPDATE)/011630Z OCT 10// 
REF/D/MESSAGE/HQ USNORTHCOM TRAVEL ADVISORY 11-031 (GUERRERO 
STATE)/311900Z JAN 11// 
REF/E/MESSAGE/HQ USNORTHCOM FORCE PROTECTION DIRECTIVE 11-059 (MEXICO 
TRAVEL SAN LUIS POTOSI)/282100Z FEB 11// 
NARR/REF A IS A DEPARTMENT OF STATE MEXICO TRAVEL WARNING. REF B IS THE 
FOREIGN CLEARANCE MANUAL/DOD ELECTRONIC FOREIGN CLEARANCE GUIDE. REF C 
IS CDRUSNORTHCOM TRAVEL DIRECTIVE AND RESTRICTIONS FOR MEXICO. REF D IS 
CDRUSNORTHCOM TRAVEL ADVISORY FOR GUERRERO STATE, MX. REF E IS 
CDRUSNORTHCOM TRAVEL DIRECTIVE AND RESTRICTION FOR SAN LUIS POTOSI, MX.// 
 
1. (U) THIS MESSAGE SUPERSEDES AND RESCINDS REF C AND SERVES AS THE NEW 
COMMANDER USNORTHCOM TRAVEL DIRECTIVE FOR MEXICO; IT ADDS SAN LUIS 
POTOSI AS A TRAVEL RESTRICTED STATE AND RESCINDS REF E; IT CONFIRMS VALIDITY 
OF THE TRAVEL ADVISORY TO GUERRERO STATE, REF D; AND ADDS THE STATES OF 
ZACATECAS AND JALISCO TO THE TRAVEL RESTRICTED AREAS. THIS DIRECTIVE 
APPLIES TO ALL DOD PERSONNEL OVER WHICH COMMANDER USNORTHCOM HAS 
FORCE PROTECTION RESPONSIBILITY IAW THE UNIFIED COMMAND PLAN (UCP) AND IS 
VALID UNTIL 01 NOVEMBER 2011. 
 
1.A. (U) TRAVEL WARNING, REF A, OUTLINES THE SECURITY SITUATION IN MEXICO, 
HIGHLIGHTS THE RISKS INVOLVED WITH TRAVEL, ADVISES THE PUBLIC OF ADDITIONAL 
RESTRICTIONS ON THE TRAVEL OF U.S. GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL, AND IDENTIFIES 
AREAS TO AVOID OR DEFER TRAVEL TO. FULL TEXT OF THE MESSAGE CAN BE FOUND 



AT HTTP://TRAVEL.STATE.GOV/TRAVEL/CIS_PA_TW/TW/TW_5440.HTML. THIS WARNING 
SHOULD BE REVIEWED BY ALL DOD PERSONNEL CONSIDERING TRAVEL ANYWHERE IN 
MEXICO.  
 
1.B. (U) TRAVEL ADVISORY, REF D, REMAINS VALID AND RECOMMENDS THAT ALL NON-
OFFICIAL TRAVEL TO GUERRERO STATE, WHICH INCLUDES THE RESORT DESTINATION 
OF ACAPULCO BE DEFERRED UNTIL THE RISKS IN THAT AREA RETURN TO AN 
ACCEPTABLE LEVEL. 
 
2. (U) THREAT LEVELS AND FORCE PROTECTION CONDITIONS.  
 
2.A. (U) THE TERRORISM THREAT LEVEL IS ASSESSED AS LOW BY DIA.  
 
2.B. (U) THE OVERALL CRIMINAL THREAT LEVEL IS ASSESSED AS CRITICAL BY US 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE; HOWEVER, THE THREAT MAY VARY FROM REGION TO REGION.  
 
2.C. (U) THE FPCON BASELINE FOR MEXICO IS BRAVO. NO TRAVELER OR DEPLOYED 
UNIT FPCON MEASURES HAVE BEEN DIRECTED.  
 
3. (U) COMMANDER USNORTHCOM DIRECTS THAT ALL ROUTINE NON-OFFICIAL TRAVEL 
(LEAVE AND PASS) IS PROHIBITED TO THE STATES OF MICHOACAN, TAMAULIPAS, 
CHIHUAHUA, SINALOA, DURANGO, COAHUILA, NUEVO LEON, SAN LUIS POTOSI, 
ZACATECAS, AND JALISCO. OFFICIAL DOD TRAVEL TO THESE STATES IS LIMITED TO 
MISSION ESSENTIAL TRAVEL ONLY.  
 
3.A. (U) APPLICABILITY. THIS TRAVEL DIRECTIVE APPLIES TO ALL ACTIVE COMPONENT 
PERSONNEL AND READY RESERVE PERSONNEL OF THE RESERVE COMPONENTS (NOT 
TO INCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL GUARD). IT ALSO APPLIES TO DOD CIVILIANS, 
DOD DEPENDENTS, ALL OTHER MEMBERS OF THE RESERVE COMPONENTS (WHEN 
ORGANIZED UNDER TITLE 10 OF UNITED STATES CODE), AND DOD CONTRACTORS (AS 
LONG AS IT DOES NOT VIOLATE ANY TERMS OF THE CONTRACT) WHEN TRAVELING IN 
AN OFFICIAL CAPACITY. DOD CIVILIANS, DOD DEPENDENTS, OTHER MEMBERS OF THE 
RESERVE COMPONENTS, AND DOD CONTRACTORS TRAVELING FOR NON-OFFICIAL 
PURPOSES ARE URGED TO ABIDE BY ALL TRAVEL PROHIBITIONS AND ADVISORIES.  
 
3.B. (U) OFFICIAL TRAVEL. TRAVEL FOR MISSION ESSENTIAL PURPOSES MAY BE 
APPROVED TO THE TRAVEL RESTRICTED AREAS CONSISTENT WITH THE TRAVEL 
APPROVAL PROCESS OF THE SERVICE COMPONENTS, DEFENSE AGENCIES AND DOD 
FIELD ACTIVITIES. IAW REF B, COUNTRY AND THEATER CLEARANCE IS REQUIRED FOR 
ALL OFFICIAL TRAVEL TO MEXICO. THE NAME AND GRADE OF THE APPROVING 
AUTHORITY AND JUSTIFICATION FOR TRAVEL SHALL BE ENTERED UNDER THE 
ITINERARY TAB, THEATER REQUIRED INFORMATION FIELD, OF THE AIRCRAFT AND 
PERSONNEL AUTOMATED CLEARANCE SYSTEM (APACS) CLEARANCE REQUEST. 
DISAPPROVAL OR ABSENCE OF APPROVAL BY ANY CLEARANCE-GRANTING AUTHORITY 
CONSTITUTES DENIAL OF AUTHORITY TO ENTER THE RESTRICTED AREAS. LEAD TIME 
FOR PERSONNEL CLEARANCE REQUESTS IS 14 DAYS.  
 
3.C. (U) NON-OFFICIAL TRAVEL. EMERGENCY OR NECESSARY TRAVEL FOR NON-
OFFICIAL PURPOSES MAY BE APPROVED TO THE TRAVEL RESTRICTED AREAS 
CONSISTENT WITH THE TRAVEL APPROVAL PROCESS OF THE SERVICE COMPONENTS, 
DEFENSE AGENCIES AND DOD FIELD ACTIVITIES. PERSONNEL CLEARANCE IS NOT 
REQUIRED.  

http://travel.state.gov/TRAVEL/CIS_PA_TW/TW/TW_5440.HTML


3.D. (U) USNORTHCOM HAS NOT DIRECTED SUBORDINATE COMMANDS TO IMPOSE 
ADDITIONAL TRAVEL LIMITATIONS OR RESTRICTIONS BEYOND THOSE IDENTIFIED IN 
PARAGRAPH 3; HOWEVER, USNORTHCOM REMAINS SUPPORTIVE OF ANY SUBORDINATE 
COMMANDERS ACTION TO INITIATE ADDITIONAL TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS DEEMED 
PRUDENT. SUBORDINATE COMMANDS ARE REQUIRED TO NOTIFY USNORTHCOM OF ANY 
ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED. 
 
4. (U) SMART TRAVELER ENROLLMENT PROGRAM (STEP). ALL TRAVELERS ARE 
STRONGLY ADVISED TO ENROLL IN THIS FREE SERVICE PROVIDED BY THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT TO U.S. CITIZENS WHO ARE TRAVELING TO, OR LIVING IN, A FOREIGN 
COUNTRY AT HTTPS://TRAVELREGISTRATION.STATE.GOV/IBRS/UI/. STEP ALLOWS THE 
TRAVELER TO ENTER INFORMATION ABOUT THE TRIP SO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
CAN BETTER ASSIST IN AN EMERGENCY. TRAVELERS WILL BE ABLE TO RECEIVE TRAVEL 
ADVISORIES, WARNINGS, AND OTHER INFORMATION FROM THE EMBASSY OR 
CONSULATES.  
 
5. (U) SERVICE COMPONENTS, DEFENSE AGENCIES, DOD FIELD ACTIVITIES, AND THEIR 
SUBORDINATE COMMANDS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR IMPLEMENTING TRAVEL POLICY AND 
PROCEDURES TO ENSURE PERSONNEL TRAVELING FOR OFFICIAL OR NON-OFFICIAL 
PURPOSES ARE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE FOREIGN 
CLEARANCE MANUAL (REF B). COMMANDERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO CONSIDER AND 
DIRECT MITIGATION MEASURES FOR TRAVEL TO ALL RESTRICTED AREAS IN MEXICO. 
THESE COULD BE CURFEWS, BUDDY RULES, BOUNDARIES, PRE-TRAVEL BRIEFS, 
INDIVIDUAL ANTITERRORISM (AT) PLANS AND CONTACT PLANS. 
 
6. (U) ADDITIONAL TRAVEL INFORMATION WITH LINKS MAY BE FOUND AT 
HTTPS://OPERATIONS.NORADNORTHCOM.MIL/SITES/NCJ3/NCJ34/SHARED%20DOCUMENT
S/USNORTHCOM%20AOR%20TRAVEL.ASPX. 
 
7. (U) MESSAGE (TO) ADDRESSEES ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT AND DISSEMINATION OF 
THIS MESSAGE VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL TO USNORTHCOM/J34 AT 
NC.J34.RM.OMB@NORTHCOM.MIL NLT 292300Z APR 11. 
 
8. (U) MESSAGE POC IS USNORTHCOM J34, TEL COMM 719-554-8307 OR 3897, DSN 692, 
EMAIL NC.J34.RM.OMB@NORTHCOM.[SMIL.]MIL. 
 
AKNLDG/YES// 
GENTEXT/AUTHENTICATION/USNORTHCOM OFFICIAL: J3/MAJGEN WALSH// 
BT 
NNNN 


